
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

Happy Summer! June is always a month of transition. We 

consider the gifts and challenges of the winter and spring 

while looking ahead to the summer months. For our church, it 

is a time of migration to our “summer home” of Fisher Hall 

where we get to worship in a more relaxed and communal 

atmosphere.  

I am particularly looking forward to our time there this 

summer because we have some “family” work to do. Many of 

you understand we are in the early stages of what is called a 

Mission Study. What that means is that we are looking at 

ourselves, our community, and of course our God, to set our 

course for the next chapter of church life at Wilson. A 

mission study is all about making sure that wherever we go, 

we go together. A small group of you have already been 

asking and answering questions about our life together and 

we have many more of you to go.  

Our summer worship each week will explore how we discern 

that mission and give you opportunity to have conversations, 

feedback your thoughts, and ask questions about what it 

means to be the church in the first half of the 21st century and 

even who I feel called to be as a pastor. For those of you not 

in the room, but participating online, we will encourage you 

to take advantage of the chat feature during worship or offer 

your voice via email or phone. This is a vital process for our 

congregation, and we need to hear what you might be hearing 

as you walk with God. That is how we move together with the 

joy of the Spirit. You are so very loved  

– Michael  

 

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…  

We continue to pray for the health of: Tom Peters, Gary 

Molyneux, Bill Scott, Peggy Dutton, Ed Kresge, Kerri 

Herlich, Patti Lohr, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Alison Barr, 

Janet Meeks, Joy Jurgens, Eva Wehof, Howard Beyer, Al 

Carroll, Keli Reagan and Judith Rizk.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

As we move steadily into the month of July, it certainly feels 

like a different world. With the help of vaccines, we are 

beginning to venture out once again. It seems appropriate to 

celebrate not only our emergence but also our ability to have 

adapted to the obstacles we’ve encountered. I am so grateful 

for the successful transitions we have been able to achieve. 

Not only are we back to gathering together again for worship 

but now we are joined by a sizable online community which 

came about as a result of the creativity sparked by pandemic 

shutdown.  

A dwindling number of choir members and the retirement of 

our fine long-time choir director presented a particular 

challenge to the future of our music ministry. But the Music 

Exploration Committee took the task on and today we find 

our worship service filled with vibrant and inspiring music 

once more.  

Our beloved Senior Pastor retired, leaving some very large 

shoes to fill yet Michael has seamlessly picked up the banner 

leading with his own very large shoes. 

We learned of some families seriously impacted by the 

pandemic and before long there was a “Blue Bin” ministry to 

help feed them. We continue to support some of those 

families as they move steadily toward getting back on their 

feet. 

And as if that weren’t enough, we began a Mission Study 

through which we’ll take a look at ourselves, our opinions 

and our directions. I encourage your participation in the 

Mission Study as opportunities emerge to express your 

thoughts and have your voices heard. 

Through it all we remain steadfast and strong. To quote 

Michael this past Sunday, “What binds us is our love for one-

another. It’s what makes us Wilson Memorial.” 

In faith,  

Angela Della Ventura 
 

 

SYMPATHY…  

Our sincerest sympathies to the family and friends of Fred 

Best. Fred passed away April 16, 2021 in Durham, North 

Carolina. Fred and his wife, Merle (Sunny) were long time 

members of Wilson Church.  

 

WE NEED YOU! 

Your presence is requested at our Congregational 

Visioning Day on Saturday, July 10th. 
Our staff will be gathered in Fisher Hall from 10AM-

12PM to explore topics such as worship, faith formation, 

and any general church life areas that we need to renew, 

reconsider, or adapt to our post-pandemic life. 

We would love to see as many of our congregants as 

possible join us for some hearty and welcoming 

conversations. 

We offer the opportunity to get to know your leadership a 

little better and have your voice heard. A church is a 

community of people and we want to explore our life 

together - with you! Come for as little or as much as you 

can - we will be here! 

SUMMER WORSHIP IN FISHER HALL 
We are still live streaming 

but we have also created a space that is comfortable and 

relational in Fisher Hall. We have fewer tables and have 

chairs set up in a way that allows for some social distancing 

for those who are still feeling most  

comfortable with some space. 

If you are tuning in at home - nothing has changed for you, 

but you will see us in a different space until we return to 

the sanctuary in September. 
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SUMMER FAITH FORMING TOOLS 

Summer is a challenge for those of us who are so dependent 

on the church programs to help support our faith journey. 

While we do not have traditional programming, we want to 

offer you a few suggestions: 

• Read the Gospel of Mark – Mark is the shortest of the 

gospels, perfect for summer reading. Each chapter moves 

quickly without a lot of dialogue like an action novel. You 

could even read it two or three times through the summer. 

Write down what you are hearing as you read. Michael 

would love to hear any questions that come up – which 

you could email to him personally at 

michaelwdroege@gmail.com. It would be like having your 

own Bible class that you fit into the nooks and crannies of 

your summer!  

• Commit to praying the Lord’s Prayer every day and 

consider the words as you pray. See if praying that prayer 

inspires your own prayer.  

• Download the “Bible App” from your phone app store (it 

is made by YouVersion) and choose some of the short (or 

long) daily Bible studies they offer. 

• Have a conversation with someone who might have a 

different life experience than you. You don’t even have to 

talk about faith to have your faith grow. Just listen to their 

story and share yours only if they ask. It is always an 

enriching experience to get to know someone who is 

different than you.  

• Jump into the “ReConfirm” process! More info is below.  

• Michael is also available for more “tailor-made” tools. 

Feel free to reach out to him and he will work with you to 

create a faith enrichment plan designed for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STUDY MOMENT  

The Wilson Memorial Mission Study Team has met again this 

past week. At the first meeting, we decided that we should go 

out into our church community, and beyond, to talk with 

people to answer the question: “Who is God is calling us to 

be, as disciples and as a church?”  These are hard questions 

because we have had so many cultural changes in our lives 

lately and we haven’t made sense of it all yet.  

The team members all reported on their discussions with 

family, friends and other Wilson Memorial community 

members. They also reported on everyone’s early opinions of 

what they view as positive changes and what isn’t. We have 

only begun this journey and there will be more discussions, 

interviews and a future survey coming! It is our desire to hear 

from everyone, to make sure that your opinions and thoughts 

are represented in the final Mission Study Report.  

Our Mission Study Team Members are: Karen Cito, Al Ellis, 

Thomas Henry, Shashy Heyman, Shirley Kreis, Lonnie 

Miller, Kim Nunn, Sally Reagan, and Abby Wighard. 

If you have thoughts or opinions that you would like to share 

with our “team,” and have not yet been approached by a team 

member, do not hesitate to reach out.  

Please send your comments to wilsonchurch@verizon.net 
and put “Mission Study” in the subject line.  You can also call 

me directly at (908) 442-3317. 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Cito 

Executive Board Member/Liaison 

 

BOARD BRIEFS April-June 2021 

Committee Updates: 

Personnel Committee – Rebekah joined us June 1st as our 

Part-time Administrator. Thanks go to Carol Droege for 

covering the office in the interim.  

Outreach Committee –  

• Our Blue Bin Food Bank continues to support four 

families as they become more self-sufficient. We 

continue to support the efforts Star Fish and the Plainfield 

Food Security Program, as well.  

• We collected $1,020 for Church World Service Blanket 

Sunday on Mother’s Day.  

Facilities Committee –  

• Gutters were replaced in the patio area and work will be 

completed on patio and walkway.  

• The generous Watrous family gift of the over $37,000 

Chapel window restoration has been completed, which 

included the glass, but also wood framing supporting the 

windows. Thanks also to the Watrous family for beautiful 

new plantings under the main window, as well as spring 

clean-up and fertilizing in the Memorial Garden. 

• The urinal in the boy’s bathroom in the education wing is 

being addressed. This may involve structural work in 

Blackburn Hall. Remediation is being assessed. 

• Estimates are being obtained for replacement/repair of the 

Manse porch roof. 

•  

SCAVENGER HUNT 

Gather your family and plan to meet in the food court of 

Bridgewater Commons on July 16th, at 4:00 pm to accept 

the challenge!  

Each family team will receive a task list, in addition to a 

special secret mission, to complete in a 90-minute time 

frame.  

We will gather in the food court for a family dinner at the 

conclusion of the hunt for awards.  

To enter, contact Carol at veggietalelady@hotmail.com 

with the number of people on your team, (friends are 

welcome and encouraged to join in!)  

Looking forward to seeing you!  

Carol Droege 
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BOARD BRIEFS continued 

• The insurance claim for the May 17th truck accident 

damage was approved June 23rd. Repair/replacement of 

light post, handicap guard rail and landscaping upcoming. 

• Remediation of the foundation on the west wall of the 

Choir room was performed.  

Communications Committee – Nancy Scott continues to 

submit monthly articles to the Echoes Sentinel. 

Tech Team – The Board approved the formulation of a 

Tech Team to address technology needs.  

Mission Study – Karen Cito is leading the Mission Study 

Team. Members include: Al Ellis, Thomas Henry, Shashy 

Heyman, Shirley Kreis, Lonnie Miller, Kim Nunn, Sally 

Reagan and Abby Wighard. Members are interviewing 

congregants for feedback on specific questions. This is an 

on-going process. 

Other Business – 

• Upon the lifting of state Covid-19 restrictions, in 

person worship and coffee hour have resumed. Masking 

and social distancing is a matter of personal 

responsibility.  

FINANCIAL FACTS… 

We are halfway through yet another unprecedented year, as 

we begin to emerge from the pandemic and begin to get back 

to a new normal. 

Our Congregational Giving is lagging a bit, but in line with 

our expenses.  

Our deficit is much smaller than years past, by a considerable 

amount, a trend that is very encouraging given everything 

we've been through as a church and society. 

We continued to be blessed by one of our largest Mitchell 

Trust distributions, which gives us a timely boost in our cash 

flow.  

On our mission front, our Mother's Day Blanket campaign 

raised $1,020 for Church World Service. I believe that is one 

of our largest amounts as well. 

We have received $2,790 in continued financial donations for 

our Blue Bin ministry, which has allowed Angela to 

supplement food/product donations with fresh food items. We 

currently have a balance of $615 in our Blue Bin Fund and 

the need continues. 

It is gratifying to be back together again. We have a 

significant online "campus" that is engaged and supports our 

efforts well.  

All in all, as we enter the summer months, it is evident that 

our church is alive and well! 

With gratitude, 

Pam Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

We have just closed on our 50th and what a year it has been! 

Closing for a month last May threw us for a loop since we 

usually empty all the merchandise by having CRAZY sales 

and that gives us a chance to clean, rearrange, touch up paint, 

and make one major annual improvement to our building. Our 

active volunteer number drastically dropped for the past year 

(we look good for September!) and we were basically Flying 

By The Seat of Our Pants thru September 2020 trying to 

"safely" sell all the merchandise that was constantly coming 

in from folks cleaning their houses.  

We made our annual improvement by having a walkway built 

(ASL Landscaping) in the front of our building to allow 

customers to navigate in and out without all using the back 

parking lot door. This spring we also hired ASL Landscaping 

to clean up all the front/side shrubbery and re-mulch. 

Our giving from January has included a number of dinners 

delivered to church families that needed a night off from the 

kitchen for medical reasons, funding the Easter music for 

Wilson, a $500 donation to the SoCo North Plainfield Branch 

Food Bank, diapers for Blue Bin families, $100 diaper 

donation to Moms Helping Moms in Warren, $100 for diapers 

to a local teen mom to be, $500 to the SoCo Animal Shelter, 

$500 directly to a local Watchung family with 3 teens for 

immediate needs when their father unexpectedly passed. We 

just gifted 6 of our graduating Seniors at Wilson with 

scholarships for higher education ($500 each,) $2000 will be 

mailed to Star Fish (as it is every June) and our leftover 

clothing from the winter was donated to The Dress For 

Success Program, The Pregnancy Aid Center and The Lyons 

VA hospital. For a small volunteer group, we do accomplish 

GREAT THINGS!  

The plan is to close until Sept 16 and hopefully volunteers 

will work on THURSDAY mornings all summer 10am-12 

cleaning, setting up new exciting items and accepting 

donations at that time. (Please do not leave donations on the 

porch, they get wet or stolen)  

Things the FRIPPERY needs year-round: Paper grocery 

bags (all sizes) such as grocery bags with handles, plastic 

shopping bags and tissue paper from all those bridal and baby 

showers you attend.  

Thank you in advance and ENJOY your summer!  

xo Lisa Renaud and the unstoppable Frippery crew 

(908) 625-5042 

 
  

BLANKETS+ UPDATE 

Once again, Wilson Memorial Church has EXCEEDED 

expectations! We collected a very generous $1,020 to 

donate to Church World Service, the largest amount since 

2004 ($1,200!) 

There’s no doubt that our generosity will be gratefully 

received and put to good use to help those in need. 

Congratulations to everyone for supporting this wonderful 

ministry, sponsored by the Women’s Guild. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RECONFIRM OPPORTUNITIES  
STILL AVAILABLE 

If you are interested in jumping into ReConfirm 
(our yearlong exploration of the basics of 
Christian faith) there is still time before our first 
unit ends. The modules are online and can happen 
as you find time. Summer is a great opportunity to 
get caught up in what you have missed. Reach out 
to the office for information on how to get 
connected. wilsonchurch@verizon.net. 

Wilson BLUE BIN Food Bank 

Donations can be dropped off in the Blue Bin outside the 

church sanctuary door. Items always appreciated:  

• Cooking oil 

• Coffee 

• Crackers 

• Jelly 

• Paper products 

• Canned black or red beans 

• Soups (not creamy preferred) 

• Canned or jarred fruit, fruit juice 

• Hard skinned fruits & vegetables  

Food donations are supplemented with fresh foods 

purchased with your generous cash donations. 

WAYS TO GIVE 

Give Online: www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give 

Mail to: Wilson Memorial Church 

7 Valley Rd., Watchung, NJ 07069 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 

July 10th Visioning Day: 10am-12pm  come share your 

thoughts and vision as we explore topics relevant to the 

life of our congregation. 

July 19th – 22nd ICCC Conference – Dublin, OH 

August 15th Music Sunday: Send favorite song requests 

to wilsonchurch@verizon.net or call 908-755-5020. 

August 22nd Story of Us: Rev. Michael Droege 
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